Ontogeny of primary lymphoid organs and lymphoid stem cells.
Cells of the immune system go through a series of important developmental steps that begin early in embryonic life and include, first, the various waves of hemopoietic-cell production in the embryo and, second, the homing of these cells to the hemopoietic organs, which are the sites of hemopoiesis and lymphopoiesis in embryonic and adult life. The avian embryo is an important model for investigating these early steps; and this paper presents a comprehensive review of the work done on the early ontogeny of the avian immune system.